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1 Introduction  
 
These designation rules lay out the requirements and the procedure for the designation of 
organisations as technical services in categories A, B and/or D by the Kraftfahrt-Bundesamt 
(KBA). 
 
The requirements for technical services are defined uniformly for all legal frameworks, unless 
stated otherwise in these rules. 
 
All statements in this document, including the footnotes, annexes and associated 
documents/information, are binding, unless explicitly stated otherwise. 
 
If a version is not explicitly cited, the versions valid at the time the service is provided or the 
evaluation is conducted apply. 
 
The AND operation applies in all listings, unless otherwise stated. 
 
The designation rules, their associated documents and additional information regarding the 
designation are published on the website of the KBA (www.kba.de). 
 
All prospective clients have equal access to the procedures leading to designation. 
 
 

2 General  
 
The KBA carries out the evaluation, designation, notification and surveillance of technical 
services. Existing accreditations and designations from other member states are taken into 
consideration. 
 
The designation is mainly conducted on the basis of the following legal provisions: 

- Regulation on the approval and market surveillance of motor vehicles and their trailers, 
and of systems, components and separate technical units intended for such vehicles  
Regulation (EU) 2018/858 

- Regulation on the approval and market surveillance of agricultural and forestry vehicles 
Regulation (EU) 167/2013 

- Regulation on the approval and market surveillance of two- or three-wheel vehicles and 
quadricycles  
Regulation (EU) 168/2013 

- UNECE Agreement from 1958 

- National regulatory acts 

and relevant successor regulatory acts. 
 

Among others, the German Administrative Proceedings Act (VwVfG, Verwaltungsverfahrens-
gesetz), the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the German Federal Data 
Protection Act (BDSG, Bundesdatenschutzgesetz), the German Federal Fees Act (BGebG, 
Bundesgebührengesetz) and other relevant regulatory acts apply. 
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A proceeding to evaluate and designate a technical service by the KBA is conditional on: 

- Legal registration in the European Union or in a third state in the sense of Regulation 
(EU) 2018/858 Article 68 (5); for designation regarding the individual approval procedure 
according to German Road Traffic Licensing Regulations (StVZO, Straßenverkehrs-
Zulassungs-Ordnung), legal registration in the Federal Republic of Germany is required 

- Proof of the legal identity of the technical service or of the superordinate body ï except for 
technical services of the approval authority 

- Proof of liability insurance for the activities to be conducted 

- Recognition of these designation rules, including the associated documents and information 
 
A manufacturer laboratory that fulfils these conditions may only be designation as a technical 
service if the relevant regulatory acts allow. 
 
The designation of technical services serves to prove the competence of these bodies to 
conduct tests according to German and international regulatory acts and to increase confidence 
in the test results of these bodies. This is certified by a notification in form of a designation 
certificate. Such designation is a precondition for activities in the procedures for approval and 
market surveillance of the KBA and in the individual approval procedures of the German federal 
states. The KBA supervises the technical services within the framework of the designation for 
tests in the individual approval procedure 
 
Decisions on initial and re-designation, extension to new scopes (Prüfgebiete), suspension, and 
withdrawal of the designation, as well as on the designation proceedings, are taken by the KBA 
Designation Council. 
 
 

3 Definitions  
 
The definitions pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2018/858 and, where reference is made by this 
regulation to EN ISO/IEC 17025, requirements of this standard apply for these designation 
rules, including the annexes and associated documents/information; if applicable, they are 
specified below. References in Regulation (EU) 2018/858 are always to be understood in 
relation to the currently valid version of EN ISO/IEC 17025. 
 
In addition, the following terms are used: 
 
Accreditation: Confirmation by an accreditation body pursuant to Regulation (EC) 765/2008, 
that the test laboratory/the inspection body is competent to carry out tests or inspections in a 
defined scope and applying a quality management system pursuant to EN ISO/IEC 17025 
and/or EN ISO/IEC 17020. 
 
Approval-relevant requirements (ARR): The KBA requirements for manufacturers and 
technical services in the German type approval procedure. 
 
Approval-relevant status of a regulatory act: Status of a regulatory act according to which 
tests must be carried out in the approval procedure. Generally, this is the latest version of a 
regulatory act. It may differ from the designation-relevant status. 
 
  

https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/References
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/are
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/always
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/to
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/be
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/nderstood
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/in
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/relation
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/to
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/the
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/currently
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/valid
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/version
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/of
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/EN
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/ISO
https://de.pons.com/übersetzung/deutsch-englisch/IEC
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Area of competency: Unit of several subscopes (Prüfumfänge) from the same scope 
(Prüfgebiet) that differs significantly from the other competence requirements in this scope. 
 
Authorised signatory: A person employed by a technical service or having a contractual 
relation with the technical service that fulfils the requirements of Annex 4. The authorised 
signatory is appointed and monitored by the head of the technical service. The authorised 
signatory is present during the most important phases of the test, bears full responsibility for the 
proper execution of the test, evaluates the result of the test and signs for the correctness and 
comprehensiveness of the information in the test report. 

 
BGebG: German Federal Fees Act 

 
Branch: Site of a technical service that works in accordance with a unified QM system of the 
technical service. Organisationally, the branch is assigned at least one authorised signatory for 
every scope for which the branch is designated. The branch is listed on the designation 
certificate with the corresponding scope and is included in surveillance activities. 

 
Branch region: Geographic region with branches. Every geographic region in which authorised 
signatories spend significant amounts of time, includes at least one branch. Branches abroad 
form at least one additional branch region. Furthermore, at least one branch region is formed for 
each continent on which the technical service has branches. Details are agreed between the 
KBA and the technical service. 

 
Computerised method: Computer simulations and other computer-assisted calculations that 
are permitted by the relevant for the approval procedure regulatory acts. They are not specified 
in the regulatory act as virtual methods. Specified calculation schemes (e.g. formulas) in the 
regulatory acts are not computerised methods under this definition. The use of computerised 
methods must be notified to the designation body. 

 
Category (Activity category): see Annex 2 
 
Designation: Granting of the authorisation to carry out or supervise tests in a defined scope 
as a technical service. As a result, the technical service is authorised to create test reports for 
the approval procedure and market surveillance of the KBA and the German federal states. 
The term "recognition" used in this context in the EC-VAO (EC Vehicle Approval Ordinance; 
EG-FGV) has the same meaning. 

 
Designation Council: Body of the KBA that decides on significant aspects of the designation 
procedure. 

 
  
























































